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Beyond the Camp: into the Common

the initiatives included in these booklets are the 
result of a collective effort made by the Campus 
in Camps participants in dialogue with community 
members, associations and collaborators*. 

they are based on reflections and observations 
articulated over a year of communal learning in 
which knowledge emerged not as pre-constituted 
information but rather as critical understanding of 
the social and political context. a group of concepts 
considered fundamental for the comprehension of 
the contemporary condition of Palestinian refugee 
camps took the form of what we call the Collective 
dictionary, the conceptual framework within which 
the initiatives are inscribed and find their profound 
and coherent meanings. 

* 

the initiatives have been inspired through dialogue with sandi hilal, 
munir Fasheh, alessandro Petti and activated with tamara abu Laban, 
Brave New alps, ayman Khalifah, matteo Guidi, sara Pellegrini, 
Giuliana Racco, diego segatto, dena Qaddumi. 



during the second year, more emphasis has been 
placed on the kind of knowledge that emerges from 
actions. Gatherings, walks, events and urban actions 
are meant to engage more directly with the camp 
condition. What is at stake in these interventions is 
the possibility for the participants to realize projects 
in the camps without normalizing their exceptional 
conditions and without blending them into the 
surrounding cities. 

after sixty-five years of exile, the camp is no longer 
made up of tents. the prolonged exceptional 
temporality of this site has paradoxically created 
the condition for its transformation: from a pure 
humanitarian space to an active political space, it 
has become an embodiment and an expression of 
the right of return. the initiatives bear the names of 
this urbanity of exile: the garden, the pathways, the 
municipality, the suburb, the pool, the stadium, the 
square, the unbuilt, the bridge. the very existence 
of these common places within refugee camps 
suggests new spatial and social formations beyond 
the idea of the camp as a site of marginalization, 
poverty and political subjugation.

alessandro Petti, 
program director
dheisheh, June 2013
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the arroub stadium stands on a hill that is fac-
ing arroub camp. it is not far from the camp, 
maybe 10 minutes walking.  the idea of build-
ing the stadium had grown from an initiative 
by the Popular Committee in arroub refugee 
camp. they had wanted to build something 
for their community to respond to the lack 
of space and activities and the lack of public 
places. they decided to dig into a rugged hill 
adjacent to the camp, in order to build a sta-
dium. the hill is categorized as part of area C, 
and therefore under israeli control, making it 
almost impossible to construct anything there, 
let alone a stadium. Building on this hill was in 
clear defiance of these restrictions. 

drilling began during the period of the Gaza 
War in the winter of 2008-2009. the israeli 
forces were thus busy, allowing a certain peri-
od for such an action. the construction of the 
stadium was seen by some people in the camp 
as ‘crazy work’, because of the sheer size and 

stadium 
& women
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magnitude of the hill and the amount of drill-
ing required to create a level ground.

ahmed abu Khiran, the head of the Popular 
Committee in arroub camp stressed on this 
point in a meeting, saying: 

“the challenge was launched by the people’s will 
because, if they were to leave the hill, the israe-
li occupation forces would take it over and may 
adopt settlements or watchtowers. Rather it was 
us that took advantage of the place.”

Now, after the near-completion of construction 
of the stadium, it is the only public place in the 
camp. despite the presence of some places for 
relaxing in the camp, they are not considered 
as common places, because they are only ac-
cessible through paying a small fee.

the idea of public place is very important for 
people in arroub camp because it is over-
crowded and has a high population density. in 
addition, the common was a basic concept for 
building a camp. Beside the stadium there is a 
wide area designed to be a park for families. 
it is filled with trees, like a forest. there are 
a few seats with tables and a small area for 
children to play, where the shape of greenery 
and trees are relaxing because such nature 
and landscape are missing in the camp. this 
area was built in cooperation with uNRWa’s 
Camp improvement Program. Yet, the entire 
stadium is still under construction.  the center 
of the stadium is still an unfinished dirt area 
surrounded by a circular paved sidewalk. at 
first, when you enter the stadium you feel out 
of the camp’s borders, and in a neutral public 

 — ph. haishu Chenthe stadium, October 2011
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Building fabric in 2004
Building fabric in 2006
Present building fabric

place. despite the non-completion of the sta-
dium and the lack of public services, the space 
means a lot to the people of arroub camp. 

the park next to the stadium gives a chance for 
families to be in the place for a walk or even to 
sit down outside the camp. also, this park helps 
people to accept the idea of the presence of 
women in public space, thus opening the way 
for women to think about the possibility of the 
use of the stadium in a way which suits their 
needs. the garden allowed the possibility for 
children to access the space, and also the op-
portunity to avoid playing in dangerous plac-

“
“despite three demolition orders, the seating 
area, surrounding fence and goal posts of 
the stadium near arroub are being installed 
and an adjacent park is being developed. this 
story goes beyond questions as to who “owns” 
the land, looking at what kind of actions can 
be taken to make areas more accessible and 
enjoyable for the locals. it also demonstrates 
the power of persistence.” 

(Giuliana Racco, Who owns the hills?, from the Collective 

dictionary ownership)
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es, such as the streets or even in the alleys of 
the camp, which restrict movement and where 
noise could irritate the neighbors. in the be-
ginning, there was an iron barrier between the 
stadium and the garden. essentially, they were 
disconnected. however, the Popular Commit-
tee has now connected with the park with the 
stadium, making it a more attractive place for 
families and residents of the camp in general.

the view of the stadium distinguishes it from 
other places, because it is the only place where 

you can see the camp. usually this kind of view 
is associated and reserved for settlements. its 
existence in this place emphasizes the impor-
tance of its challenge. When i talked with the 
people in the stadium, one told me: “For me, 
return is a big dream, it means continuing life 
until the return.” another lady told me, “When 
i look at the field of the camp, i see the suffer-
ing of 65 years; i see Jerusalem and the sea and 
the villages and all the destroyed villages be-
cause the view from the stadium reminds me 
of them.” this is how the stadium emphasiz-

 — ph. dena Qaddumithe campthe park
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es the importance of reviving place, meaning 
that there was a perspective from people that 
improving life in the camp does not limit the 
insistence of the right of return. Rather, the 
construction of the stadium emphasizes this 
desire and determination of people to live in 
dignity until they return. Other people believe 
that the improvement of life inside the camp, 
could be contrary to return. One woman said 
to me: "When i see the camp from the stadium, 
i see that this is not where i am, my place is my 
land and my village and my home, it is not a 
refugee camp.” 

“i was talking with my neighbor, 
and she decided to go with me to the 
stadium. i could walk fast there, which 
i can’t do in the camp, due to the lack 
of space. in the beginning, all people 
started talking about me, because 
they thought it was not good practice 
in the camp. But i began to convince 
my neighbors of the importance and 
beauty of the place and their ability to 
make sport and walk in it. the first few 
times i went to the stadium, i would 
take my neighbors with me, then i 
took my girlfriend and my girlfriend 
brought her friend until we became 
10 women who went every day to the 
stadium for walking.” 

- hanan
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Women began to use the stadium January 2013. 

this idea came from mrs. hanan, 33-year-old who 
suffered from overweight that had impacted on her 
health. her doctor had asked her to walk to try to 
alleviate the weight. 

When discussing this topic with women in the stadi-
um, they spoke about the importance of the place for 
them compared with men, Women have less chance 
than men to sit in public space in arroub camp. mrs. 
Fatima, 40 years said, 

"i felt when i started to go to the stadium that 
i liked it very much. it is like sitting in paradise, 
but i felt like i will lose it because i can’t be here 
permanently. Lots of people speak about us, but 
we continue this sport. We have no right to walk 
or go out, but men can come out wherever they 
want.” 

previous page: ph. Giuliana Racco

- ph. Giuliana Racco
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When we mention a stadium, 
the first thing that comes to 
our minds is a group of young 
men playing football or another 
sports in it. the women of 
arroub have been able to re-
form and question this idea, 
using the stadium in a way that 
is commensurate with their 
needs and circumstances. they 
refused a stereotype, which only 
focuses on the presence of men 
who would used the stadium for 
sports and hiking. through their 
strong will, these women have 
been able to find a fertile ground 
for many ideas that attracted me 
to work with them, to exchange 
our knowledge and work for a 
common vision that we share. 

Before i arrived to this 
conclusion i was thinking to 
apply my initiatives anywhere. 
i was not as interested in the 

stadium as potential
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character of the place and its 
impact on everything around 
it. the idea itself was what 
i was most concerned with. 
then, during my research and 
visits to study the situation in 
arroub camp, i discovered that 
before applying the ideas that i 
believed in, i would have to find 
the appropriate environment 
commensurate with it, in order 
to reap the fruits of ideas on the 
ground. When i met with women 
in arroub, i felt that there was a 
significant correlation between 
the story of building the stadium 
and the story of women to 
challenge the environment.

during the first meetings and 
discussions we were able to 
exchange the experiences of 
this matter.  We needed to 
experiment, to get out of the 
daily routine. the idea of building 
the stadium is a bold action, 
which came out of common and 
collective will, and women in the 
camp are a part of its significance. 

the first year of Campus in Camps greatly impacted 
me, both in terms of research and questioning ev-
erything that surrounds us, as well as at the level of 
exercising the ideas in which we believe. When we 
started to think about the initiatives and how they 
should be applied in the camps, many projects came 
to my mind, which stemmed from dreams based 
on my life in the camp that i had wished to work on 
since childhood.

as i got older my dreams changed with my studies, 
but when became a part of Campus in Camps my 
thoughts returned to activate my dreams on the 
current reality. through my research in the termi-
nologies of the Collective dictionary, i learned and 
discovered a lot of stuff with my colleagues, which 
made me discover the reality around me in a deeper 
way. through this work on many terms evolved the 
idea of reusing, linking this term with the refugees’ 

Linking ideas and action.
Knowledge, participation, 
sustainability 
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life. i found that many of the habits and beautiful 
things started to disappear from the life of the 
camp, things that were considered the basis of its 
construction and existence. From this i developed 
the idea of my initiatives to focus on enhancing all 
that is beautiful and useful both in terms of the 
tangible and non-tangible (such as good habits that 
have ceased to exist).

through the Collective dictionary, i worked on 3 
other terms - knowledge, participation, and sustain-
ability. this work was not limited to the language, 
but was an act connected to the community through 
visits and interviews.

through research on the term "knowledge" i thought 
of the sources of knowledge for people. Generally 
i discovered that knowledge comes through expe-
rience.  the sources of knowledge inside the camp 
that i found the most important was that of the first 
generation of refugees. they lived the experience 
and they lived the story. they are the first genera-
tion in the camp, the generation that built the camp, 
and the generation who lived together through prac-
ticing the communal habits and culture that have 
later disappeared.

the second term, “participation” or al-O’una, was 
one of the most important foundations and sources 

of the camp. it is a term that people previously built 
their lives and realities on. People used to share 
sadness and happiness together. When a woman had 
given birth, the other women in the camp used to 
divide themselves into groups to support her. One 
group would prepare food while another group took 
care of the mother and another group took care of 
the newborn. still another would clean the house. 
men and women cooperated in all events; they used 
to meet in the yard and cook and arrange for wed-
dings or for condolences.

all of these habits always linked with the common 
places and the terms i looked into. they expressed 
the ideas that were the basis for the existence of the 
camp. the ideas that no longer exist. 

this traditional culture came with people from their 
original villages, where the people would use this 
land for planting and harvest prior to 1948. When 
the people arrived to the camp they suffered from 
nostalgia and longing for this land and their villages. 
they applied this nostalgia to life in the camp, con-
tinuing their lifestyle and habits. these important 
things and the longing that emerged from them built 
a new world called the camp.

the return is to continue this life.



34 35

When i started looking for a meaning for the term 
"sustainability" and how it was used in the camp, i 
found out that there was nothing truly sustainable in 
the camp, except the social relationships that were 
built inside it. For example, traditions and customs 
associated with weddings, and the relationships that 
created a special and unique social atmosphere. 
unfortunately, even social relationships are not like 
they were before. they, too, have begun to disappear 
as life is developing and its style changing. 

i started thinking about an initiative that suits this 
temporary place. Refugees’ presence in the camp is 
not permanent. it also does not mean living in this 
temporary place without taking into consideration 

all of the basics to build it. i linked this initiative with 
the things that we use in our daily life, as we tend 
to use these things and forget about them the next 
day. the "Re-using " initiative focuses on recycling 
used materials and reusing them in a new way. it 
will aim to serve the people’s needs. however, i used 
three different concepts: Knowledge, Participation, 
and sustainability. these concepts remind us of the 
first generation and social relationships. 

as a result, i felt that it is part of my responsibility to 
not only create something new, but also to strength-
en the basic things that built the refugee community 
from the start. i chose this idea because i wanted to 
embody the reality of the rhythm of this temporary 
place. 

But… sustainability of what?

1. sustainability of the relationships

to build strong and sustainable social relationships

2. sustainability of place

to form an open public place for groups 

3. sustainability of materials

to recycle materials to benefit people’s lifestyle and 
needs
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early march, 2013

Building relationships 
between people 
of al arroub refugee camp 

at the beginning of the second year of 
Campus in Camps, i started continually 
going to the stadium of al arroub camp, 
talking to people there, getting to know the 
environment there, and realizing the situation 
of the women who live inside the camp, the 
importance of public space, the way people 
look at the private and the public spaces, and 
their limitations. 

since the first meeting with the women of 
al arroub refugee camp, i was able to create 
strong relationships with them, and we began 
to continually meet and walk in the stadium. 
We talked about the different issues that 
women faced in the camp.  they also told 
me their need to have their own activities, 
and places in which they can learn, gain 
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experience, and skills for their daily lives. 
they talked about their need for a place to 
gather, meet and talk with each other. We 
met in the playground and the women felt 
free and comfortable, but this feeling quickly 
disappeared when the youth and men started 
gathering in the playground and harassing 
the women. Women became hesitant to 
stay in the playground and from my own 
experience there, i felt how the community 
looked at women present in such places or 
any other places where men are there.    i 
also understood the intrinsic nature of the 
dialectic issues in the camp.  the space 
is limited to men.  the idea of a woman in 
the space does not fit within the thoughts 
concerning all aspects of a woman’s general 
life. i remembered my conversation with my 
grandmother, and even my mother about the 
life of women and their presence in the public 
places in the old days. When i heard that the 
previous generations were able to freely be 
present in such places, i was motivated to 
develop my idea even more.

march 20, 2013

a meeting with 
the Popular Committee 

i went to meet to the public committee in 
the camp to talk about my initiative in the 
stadium. i showed them that i was excited 
about the idea. i talked about working in al 
arroub camp and my deep commitment to 
empowering women to be able to be in the 
stadium without fear. the public committee, 
represented by ahmad abu Khiran, welcomed 
the idea and expressed their love and 
excitement to empower women and end the 
harassment that women face daily. they said 
that women should feel free and comfortable.  

ahmad abu Khiran told me arroub refugee 
camp needs such an initiative. he said that 
he could give the women a space in the 
playground. i concluded that there is popular 
energy that does not need external support 
or international funders. We only need to find 
someone who truly believes in the idea. 
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We agreed that he would present the 
background of the stadium in a public session 
through Campus in Camps. it was entitled 
Community spaces in arroub: Challenges and 
Collective action. at this event he described 
how the stadium was created and its 
importance. their goal had been to not only 
create a playground, but also to use it in the 
best possible way. he concluded:

“this stadium is not only for the 
residents of arroub Camp, but it is a 
space for all people. this place will make 
the people feel pride and a sense of 
belonging to the camp. Previously, we 
used to go to the surrounding villages’ 
parks for entertainment, and now we 
have our own.”

april 3, 2012

a general meeting of women 
at the office of the Popular 
Committee

Woman were not usually present in the place 
at the beginning, so i coordinated with the 
public committee to organize a meeting that 
included the women of arroub refugee camp 
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at the office of public committee. Women 
came to attend the meeting and we started 
talking about the initiative. We talked about 
the main source that made me think of this 
idea of recycling and reusing. they talked 
about how women loved the traditions and 
the ideas of the old days that were used 
to build the community of the camp. they 
wondered how the idea had not crossed their 
minds before. 

they talked about how the community looks 
at their presence in public place, and how 
they can’t go to such places because their 
husband, father, brother or family rejects 
such an idea.  Women were divided to two 
groups. the first group encouraged the 
women’s presence at the stadium and its 
park, stressing the importance of this idea. 
they encouraged the idea by saying that the 
men who were present in the playground 
were also their brothers and relatives and 
they have the ability to take on the challenge. 
the second group disagreed with the idea of 
their presence in the stadium. they refused 
the idea due to the harassments they faced 
there and because they were scared of the 
general look others gave them. after a long 
and deep discussion about the solutions 
to avoid this problem, we agreed to write a 

formal request to the popular committee and 
the director of the refugee camp, expressing 
the women`s need and right to be present in 
the stadium, and the need to dedicate special 
hours for families, if necessary, so women can 
sit and exercise sport freely.  
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april, 2013

Women`s organizing 
mujaawarah (neigboring)

in later meetings, women started convincing 
each other of their need for the stadium, 
especially after discussing the issue with the 
uNRWa social workers in the camp.  these 
social workers stressed the women’s need 
to have such a place for their physical and 
psychological health. uNRWa social workers 
gave examples about women who suffered 
from diabetes and blood pressure because 
they don’t exercise, or do sports and go to 
such places. 

during these meetings, we decided to do 
some various activities that each woman 
can benefit from. suhaila, 30, who works on 
recycling materials that are often thrown 
away, talked about her experience. her 
speech helped the other women to know 
more about the idea. suhaila brought material 
that she recycled and showed women how 
she did her work. she encouraged women to 

do something similar, and we decided to have 
more meetings to learn the skills that we all 
can use in our houses. 
  
it was inspiring to organize with these 
women because they needed space to sit 
and talk with each other. Women were able 
to realize their abilities and gain a higher 
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self-esteem. they discovered that they could 
cooperate and strengthen their relationships 
with each other. in addition, these activities 
and new ideas helped them to reduce the 
amount of waste, especially since the camp is 
overcrowded and there is not enough space.  

these actions are a step towards preserving 
the environment and raising public awareness 
of its importance. these skills and ideas 
have impact on our personal lives because 
through meetings, a woman can do something 
different from her daily routine. this will 
reduce the pressure on her and on her daily 
responsibilities. a woman said to me,

 “i am so excited to learn how to recycle some 
materials because it helps relieve some of 
my home’s obligation. i can make gifts for my 
friends and family without the need to pay 
money. it’s closer to the heart as well because 
it is done by me.”  

Four meetings were held with the arroub 
mujaawarahh, and what encouraged me is 
how the women loved and became passionate 
about the subject of re-using.

may 6, 2013

Connecting Camps, 
Fawwar and arroub

during my participation with the women 
in the camp, i worked with them to go out 
from private to public places. through their 
presence in a public place, women were able 
to communicate and do activities with each 
other. during one of the meetings, i suggested 
the idea of going to al-Fawwar refugee camp.   

the idea was thought of through discussions 
on the importance of having connections with 
women from other camps in order to learn 
more about their experiences, and talk about 
issues concerns in their daily lives. Women 
of al-Fawwar refugee camp had participated 
in previous activities in the public square in 
the camp. these activities broke the ice and 
the fear of being in public space. they cooked 
maftoul (a traditional Palestinian food) in the 
square and they all had the time to sit and 
talk with each other in a public place.  
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On may 6th, we went to al-Fawwar camp to 
meet with women there. several issues were 
discussed. some of the Fawwar women talked 
about their experiences in the square in a 
way to convince other women at al arroub 
refugee camp to take up such a challenge, 
and have such an experience in a public place. 
they discussed the meanings of public and 
private places, the importance and the beliefs 
surrounding the idea of public spaces. Old 

women said that restricting women is not from 
their traditions; women in the old days were 
able to do activities in public places, and it was 
not normal. they used to do mass breakfast 
meals where women sat and shared foods. 

the meeting focused on the idea of linking 
the initiative with the place, material, 
sustainability, and social relationships. 
Women agreed on the importance of this 
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experience, and to try to dissolve the “taboo” 
culture. One woman from al arroub said, 

“this meeting clarified for me that i should 
not be scared of being in a public place. Public 
places are important to us in the camp, as 
there are not enough places for women.  We 
should be united and achieve this goal.” 

One of the al-Fawwar women said, 

"i never tried to even think about 
communicating with other women in the 
camp; i was communicating with women 
in other places, but this is the first bold 
experiment that allowed me to understand the 
circumstances of women in other camps.” 



thiNKiNG OF 
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When i started thinking about the 

future of this initiative, i found that 

the path will be long, but there is a 

possibility to focus on those ideas 

in the short-term which can pave 

the way forward. these ideas can 

be understood as the following:

1.

sustainability of social 
relationships

2. 

sustainability of place

3. 

sustainability of material
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01 | sustainability 
of social relationships

as Palestinians, we experience various kinds of occu-
pation: military, political, economic, financial, cul-
tural, and knowledge. We are aware of all except for 
the occupation of knowledge; in fact, we embraced it 
and still embrace it. One way to heal from this occu-
pation is to live by the conviction that every person, 
through our mujaawarah with muallem munir Fasheh, 
is a source of meaning and knowledge; every person 
is a co-author of meaning. Co-authoring meaning is 
a right, duty, and natural ability. Like many things 
that we have faced in our life, such as the Nakba, we 
implemented what we knew from our time in the vil-
lage. similarly, people would sit together to discuss 
a lot of issues people faced in the camp and through 
these mujawaarat, the people learned more from 
each other. When i say every person is a source of 
knowledge i mean here that when we started mu-
jaawarah in al arroub i felt that each woman had a 
different knowledge in different things and that they 
would like to share this with us. 

after these mujaawarah i felt that the women appre-
ciated this interaction, through their asking for the 
next date for the next mujaawarah, in order to know 
new things and to have time to speak with people. 
this includes having meetings with women in other 
refugee camps like the camps connection with Faw-
war camp. this event allowed women to experience 
different traditions that emerged from the same con-
dition. these women asked me to meet women from 
other camps as it was the first time in their life to do 
so, to sustain relationships and share knowledge that 
has emerged from similar, yet different experiences.  
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02 | sustainability 
of place

For the Palestinian people, place carries a special 
meaning. it is where we can connect with people and 
sit freely, something that has been denied us. in ar-
roub there is a possibility to use the space in the sta-
dium in a way that encourages people to take what 
they have and re-use and re-form it in other ways. my 
focus in the next phase is to further this idea in the 
stadium, to investigate what changes could be made 
to allow for other activities. One such activity could 
be a ‘marathon’ for women in the Bethlehem and he-
bron districts, thereby not limiting those that use the 
space just to women in arroub or even just refugees.
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sustainability of material

a. clothes and garbage 

as is known the camp is a crowded place, yet it is common 
to see garbage thrown in its common spaces, making them 
not clean. in addition the economic situation is very bad 
for people, so sustaining materials should be in the best 
interest of the camp. using these materials can not only be 
a way to reduce the thrown garbage in the camp, but also 
a way to save money and possibly even generate income. 

through workshops in arroub we began to learn about 
the idea of re-using materials from a woman from the 
camp. this work came out of her passion and belief in this 
work. We will follow up from this initial workshop with 
other activities. 

however, more work is needed to integrate these work-
shops with young men and women. already these is a 
small team of young men in the camp who work on the 
issue of littering under the motto: trash the Occupation, 
Not Our Land.  We also need to try to invite families to 
share with them this concept and to help preserve the 
environment and to make them aware of the importance 
of recycling such materials.

b. food

Food in the Palestinian community reflects our culture, 
particularly through the way of cooking. there is an atti-
tude that cooking must happen everyday, so that the food 
is fresh. this, together with the great amount of food that 
people cook, in order to be generous, results in a lot of 
food being thrown away. due to this there is a preliminary 
idea to use this material to make a sort of collective com-
post. One person doing this activity alone would be diffi-
cult so it is important to find a way to have a group learn 
to manage it together. the compost could also be used to 
beautify the environment through agriculture and vegeta-
tion, either in the stadium or in the camp. 

the focus on agriculture can even lead to further possibil-
ities to link to organic food production and further aware-
ness on healthy eating and exercise. the stadium seems 
an appropriate place to hold discussions on this topic. 
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c. music

Words in Palestinian songs generally explain a story of 
Palestinian life and the details of Palestinian history. mu-
sic encompasses all of the stages and processes in Pales-
tinian life, including songs about weddings and the time 
of harvest. many songs refer to the Nakba in 1948, they 
speak of about what happened to the refugees and their 
struggle. the songs give power to people and are able to 
cross borders, reaching Palestinians everywhere. they are 
a way to reflect people’s sense of themselves. 

the method of singing usually has one person repeat a 
part of the song, interlinked with a group of people an-
other part. singing is a collective activity that is interac-
tive. One day when i was with some women in al arroub, 
they started singing. i met an older woman who was sing-
ing a song about the prisoners. the other women would 
repeat after her. she would insert names in the song and 
when i asked her about this she replied:  

“i have two sons in israeli prison and every time 
when i go to visit him i just sing to myself about 
this bad situation. One days when i was on the bus 
going to visit my son in al Ramlah prison, i said to 
the other women on the bus that we must com-
pose a song for this situation. We spent the whole 
journey of 4 hours crying for this suffering. after 
our visit we continued to sing about our feelings 

for the prison and those that suffer there. 
We use this song when the prisoners are on 
hunger strike, for every occasion about the 
prisoners. each time we were just sitting on 
the street and crying but now we sing a song 
and we express our feelings about our sons 
and our suffering from the israel prison.”

in each meeting, women dedicated time for singing. i 
noticed that all the songs were traditional songs that 
no one sings these days. this interested me. during 
one of the meetings, a woman suggested making 
a music group to revive the traditional Palestinian 
songs, and rewrite them in a new style that suits the 
current situation. today many people like interna-
tional songs and have forgotten the originality of our 
songs and their beautiful tune. it is very important 
for our history to archive this art because it embod-
ies many elements that we need for today. 
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Campus in Camps

Campus in Camps is a two-year experimental educational and project oriented program, engaging the 
participants from the West Bank’s refugee camps in an attempt to explore and produce new forms of 
representation of camps and refugees beyond the static and traditional symbols of victimization, passivity 
and poverty. the program aims at transgressing, without eliminating, the distinction between camp and 
city, refugee and citizen, center and periphery, theory and practice, teacher and student.

program director

alessandro Petti

in collaboration with 
sandi hilal  (uNRWa, Camp improvement Program)

participants

Qussay abu aker, alaa al homouz, saleh Khannah, ahmad al Lahham, aysar al saifi, Bisan al Jaffarri, 
Nedaa hamouz, Naba’ al assi, isshaq al Barbary, ayat al turshan, murad Odeh

mentors

munir Fasheh, michel agier, ilana Feldman, tareq hamam, Ruba saleh, thomas Keenan, ayman Khalifah

project team

dena Qaddumi, Yasser hemadan, ala Juma, tamara abu Laban, diego segatto

project activators

Brave New alps, matteo Guidi, sara Pellegrini, Giuliana Racco 

english and arabic instructors

tala abu Rahme, thea Piltzecker, daniel mcKenzie, iman simon, samih Faraj

visitors 
sari hanafi, Khaldun Bshara, Vivien sansour, Linda Quiquivix, manuel herz, Beatrice Catanzaro, 
Basel abbas, Ruanne abou-Rhame, Gudrun Kramer, Wilfried Graf, tariq dana, Felicity d. scott, 
mohammed Jabali, moukhtar Kocache, hanan toukan, shadi Chaleshtoori, Jeffrey Champlin, C.K. Raju, 
Fernando Rampérez, emilio dabed, samer abdelnour

giz team

Gudrun Kramer, Jonas Geith, thomas ernstbrunner, Rola tamreh

al Feniq Cultural Center, dheisheh Refugee Camp
Bethlehem - Palestine

Campus in Camps is a program by al Quds university (al Quds/Bard Partnership) and hosted by 
the Phoenix Center in dheisheh refugee camp in Bethlehem. it is implemented with the support of 
the German Government through the GiZ Regional social and Cultural Fund for Palestinian Refugees and 
Gaza Population, in cooperation with uNRWa Camp improvement Program and in coordination with 
the Popular Committees of southern West Bank Refugee Camps.

the content of this publication does not necessarily represent the views and opinions of the institutions 
mentioned above.
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